Rapid improvement of visual defects with parenteral depot-bromocriptine in a patient with a non-functioning pituitary adenoma.
The management of non-functioning pituitary adenomas with bromocriptine is controversial, and surgical treatment is usually prescribed when the visual field is affected. Here we report, what we believe to be the first case of a patient with a non-functioning pituitary adenoma who experienced normalization of visual field defects and a substantial improvement in visual acuity after the parenteral administration of depot-bromocriptine. The patient's tolerance to the drug was excellent. The results of the immunohistochemical study of the surgically removed tumor were negative for PRL, GH, LH, FSH, TSH and ACTH. In our opinion, the use of depot-bromocriptine may represent an alternative to surgery in patients with non-functioning pituitary adenomas associated with visual lesions.